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BARNETT GOVERNMENT — CABINET APPOINTMENTS 

Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham) [10.05 am] — without notice: I move — 

That so much of standing orders be suspended as is necessary to enable the following motion to be 

moved — 

That the house notes speculation about an imminent cabinet reshuffle and calls on the Premier 

to rule out the appointment of Hon Norman Moore to the position of Agent General to London. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson): Members! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Already the Premier is acting as he always does—rude, pompous, arrogant and obnoxious. 

This is a very serious matter that needs to be dealt with urgently. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Members, this motion is for the suspension of standing orders. It is a serious matter 

and I hope you treat it as such. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Anyone who thinks that it is funny or wants to continue interjecting, let me know 

your name and I will call you to order. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: It is a serious matter. We are dealing with the future of the cabinet of Western Australia. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: It is so silly that I’m not even going to listen to you. I’ll sit here for a few minutes. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The Premier is arrogant and now he is going to run out. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: No, I’m not arrogant. It is so silly that you think I’m going to discuss cabinet appointments in 

the house. You are so silly. 

Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Mandurah, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The Premier is going to give me five minutes. How arrogant is he? Members will note the 

wording of the motion — 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Members, let us get this out of the way, please. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Members will note that the wording of the motion is that there is speculation about a 

cabinet reshuffle, and the Premier has not ruled it out. We are asking him in this motion to rule out the idea that 

Hon Norman Moore become the Agent General for Western Australia in London. We are asking the Premier to 

explain exactly what is going to happen with that important issue. It relates to the future of his cabinet and it 

relates to the use of overseas postings by the government of Western Australia to solve political problems inside 

its cabinet. We want to know, and I think the public has a right to know, whether this Premier is arrogantly and 

pompously going to use public positions and public money to solve internal problems in his cabinet. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr C.J. Barnett: Do you want to be Agent General? Is that what this is about? 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I can keep on speaking. If the government gives each side 15 minutes in the debate, we 

will agree to that; otherwise, I will explain why it is urgent. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: No. This is not a significant issue. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Okay; the Premier is not going to give us time to do it. I will explain why it is a significant 

issue. This goes to the heart of integrity of government, as Nick Greiner found out in New South Wales. If a 

government uses an overseas posting to solve an internal problem, it is behaving in a manner that goes close to 

the line of improper conduct. I will explain a bit of the history of this matter. Back in the Court years, two former 

senior Liberal Party members, Bill Hassell and Clive Griffiths, were appointed as Agent General to London. 

When Geoff Gallop came to power in this state, he said that that would not happen again and that the 

government should appoint senior public servants in particular, hopefully with experience in business, to the 

position of Agent General to London. And that is exactly what happened. Kerry Sanderson and Bob Fisher were 

appointed as Agent General to London. Both were acknowledged as very good people to fulfil that role. One 
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spoke Russian and had commercial experience and the other ran a major government enterprise in Western 

Australia. As I understand it, Kerry Sanderson was the first woman appointed to that position. Both were great 

appointments as Agent General to London.  

Geoff Gallop overturned that tradition of appointing former politicians to the position in London, and to his 

credit he did not give in to any pressure whatsoever to appoint former politicians to the position. That has been a 

tradition in this place for going on 10 years, and that is the way that position in London should be filled. That has 

been the tradition for the last 10 years, which overturned the past practice of appointing former senior politicians 

to the position. We now find serious speculation, which the Premier will not rule out.  

Mr R.F. Johnson: Serious! Serious speculation!  

Mr M. McGOWAN: It is easy to finish this debate, which the Premier will not do. The Premier will not say it!  

Mr C.J. Barnett: Why didn’t you do it as an MPI this afternoon?  

Mr M. McGOWAN: We have other important issues, Premier.  

Mr C.J. Barnett: You are a serious, serious joke! Wonder Boy is back again!  

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson): Premier, I call you to order for the first time. You have the 

opportunity to answer this. The suspension of standing orders is a serious issue. The next person who interjects, I 

will call them to order.  

Mr M. McGOWAN: The Premier once again shows his arrogance and pomposity in everything he says and 

does. When it is not going his way, look at how he responds! The position of Agent General to London is one of 

the most important overseas postings, if not the most important overseas posting, for Western Australia. It should 

not be a retirement home for Liberal Party politicians who want a way out, or an answer for the Premier to free 

up another position on the Liberal Party ticket and another position in his cabinet, and to get rid of someone 

whom he does not particularly get on with. It should not be used for those purposes. It is a serious position that 

should be used in the manner that Geoff Gallop suggested 10 years ago. That was the practice of the former 

government.  

The inappropriateness of Norman Moore for that position is magnified by the fact that Hon Norman Moore — 

Point of Order 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I would like to bring up two things under standing orders. One is the description of a 

member in the other place—although the member for Rockingham did correct himself when he used that name 

the second time. Also, I would like to point out that the member is not talking to the reason for the suspension of 

standing orders; he is — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Exactly! He is going into the heart of the motion that he wants to debate once the standing 

orders have been suspended.  

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Members! Members! There is no point of order, and I am sure the member for 

Rockingham will get back to the point and get it over fairly quickly.  

Debate Resumed 

Mr M. McGOWAN: We are seeking a suspension of standing orders because this matter is urgent and it should 

be resolved. The public should understand whether or not the Premier is going to waste their money — 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Members, I do not want to tell you again. This is very important. You might not 

agree with it, but it is a very important motion to come in front of the house. Keep interrupting and I will name 

you from now on—every one of you.  

Mr M. McGOWAN: The public needs to know whether or not a plum position is being used to solve an internal 

Liberal Party problem and whether or not the Liberal Party is using that overseas posting as a way —  

Mr C.J. Barnett: What problem? 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Premier, I call you to order for the second time. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The Premier is storming out of the house. He will not stay here and listen to the debate. 

Several members interjected. 
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Mr M. McGOWAN: If there was a gold medal for arrogance, the Premier would be standing at the top of the 

dais. Why is it inappropriate to have Hon Norman Moore — 

Mr B.J. Grylls interjected 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Leader of the National Party, I call you to order for the first time. If you keep 

talking, I will keep naming you. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Why is it inappropriate, apart from the issue surrounding the solving of internal Liberal 

Party issues using appointments to public position? It is well known that the Premier and Hon Norman Moore 

have not been great friends for a long period of time. It is well known that it frees up another cabinet position for 

an aspirant and another position on the Liberal Party ticket. What is also well known is that Hon Norman Moore 

is not an appropriate person for this position. Where is the private sector experience of Hon Norman Moore? He 

has had 34 years in Parliament and I understand that he had no private sector experience before that. The 

position of Agent General to London requires someone with a little bit of diplomacy. It is a diplomatic position! 

How does the Premier appoint someone without diplomacy to a diplomatic position?  

Point of Order 

Dr K.D. HAMES: The member is clearly debating matters that have absolutely no relevance whatsoever to the 

motion.  

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Rockingham, you will get to the point.  

Debate Resumed 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The point is that this is a matter that the government should clear up. We need to know 

whether someone without any diplomacy in his personal character, one of the most abrasive persons in this 

Parliament, should receive a diplomatic posting to an overseas post that is a very important position in relation to 

trade and investment in this state. The government needs to clarify whether that is what it is going to do. I urge 

the government to have a think about what happened with Nick Greiner and Terry Metherell, and about its past 

practices with Hon Clive Griffiths and Hon Bill Hassell, and about the past practices of the former Labor 

government in the 1980s in appointing former politicians and about the criticism members opposite put about 

those decisions, and to rule out this decision to appoint someone to that position who is completely inappropriate 

for the position in London. If Hon Norman Moore is not suited to cabinet anymore, let him leave the Parliament; 

let him go off into retirement and do what everyone else does. The Premier should not have to offer a highly 

paid, prestigious important position to a retiring politician in order to get him out of the way and to solve internal 

Liberal Party problems. I urge the government not to do that.  

It is very simple for members opposite today: instead of all sitting smugly thinking somehow this is a wonderful 

decision, I urge them all to think about this and to rule out the idea that they might use a plum government 

posting for a person of that nature.  

Question to be Put 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Leader of the House) [10.17 am]: I move — 

That the question be now put. 

Question put and a division taken with the following result — 
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Ayes (29) 

Mr P. Abetz Mr V.A. Catania Mr R.F. Johnson Mr D.T. Redman 
Mr F.A. Alban Dr E. Constable Mr A. Krsticevic Mr M.W. Sutherland 

Mr C.J. Barnett Mr J.M. Francis Mr J.E. McGrath Mr T.K. Waldron 

Mr I.C. Blayney Mr B.J. Grylls Mr W.R. Marmion Dr J.M. Woollard 
Mr J.J.M. Bowler Dr K.D. Hames Mr P.T. Miles Mr A.J. Simpson (Teller) 

Mr I.M. Britza Mrs L.M. Harvey Ms A.R. Mitchell  

Ms A.S. Carles Mr A.P. Jacob Dr M.D. Nahan  
Mr G.M. Castrilli Dr G.G. Jacobs Mr C.C. Porter  

Noes (23) 

Ms L.L. Baker Mr F.M. Logan Ms M.M. Quirk Mr A.J. Waddell 

Mr R.H. Cook Mr M. McGowan Mr E.S. Ripper Mr P.B. Watson 

Ms J.M. Freeman Mrs C.A. Martin Mrs M.H. Roberts Mr M.P. Whitely 
Mr J.N. Hyde Mr M.P. Murray Mr T.G. Stephens Mr B.S. Wyatt 

Mr W.J. Johnston Mr A.P. O’Gorman Mr C.J. Tallentire Mr D.A. Templeman (Teller) 

Mr J.C. Kobelke Mr P. Papalia Mr P.C. Tinley  

            

Pairs 

 Mr T.R. Buswell Mr J.R. Quigley 

 Mr J.H.D. Day Dr A.D. Buti 

 Mr M.J. Cowper Ms R. Saffioti 

Question thus passed.  

Standing Orders Suspension — Motion Resumed 

Question put and a division taken with the following result — 

Ayes (23) 

Ms L.L. Baker Mr F.M. Logan Ms M.M. Quirk Mr A.J. Waddell 
Mr R.H. Cook Mr M. McGowan Mr E.S. Ripper Mr P.B. Watson 

Ms J.M. Freeman Mrs C.A. Martin Mrs M.H. Roberts Mr M.P. Whitely 

Mr J.N. Hyde Mr M.P. Murray Mr T.G. Stephens Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Mr W.J. Johnston Mr A.P. O’Gorman Mr C.J. Tallentire Mr D.A. Templeman (Teller) 

Mr J.C. Kobelke Mr P. Papalia Mr P.C. Tinley  

Noes (29) 

Mr P. Abetz Mr V.A. Catania Mr R.F. Johnson Mr D.T. Redman 

Mr F.A. Alban Dr E. Constable Mr A. Krsticevic Mr M.W. Sutherland 
Mr C.J. Barnett Mr J.M. Francis Mr J.E. McGrath Mr T.K. Waldron 

Mr I.C. Blayney Mr B.J. Grylls Mr W.R. Marmion Dr J.M. Woollard 

Mr J.J.M. Bowler Dr K.D. Hames Mr P.T. Miles Mr A.J. Simpson (Teller) 
Mr I.M. Britza Mrs L.M. Harvey Ms A.R. Mitchell  

Ms A.S. Carles Mr A.P. Jacob Dr M.D. Nahan  

Mr G.M. Castrilli Dr G.G. Jacobs Mr C.C. Porter  

            

Pairs 

 Mr J.R. Quigley Mr T.R. Buswell 

 Dr A.D. Buti Mr J.H.D. Day 

 Ms R. Saffioti Mr M.J. Cowper 

Question thus negatived. 

 


